Response Journal Guidelines for Students
1.  Take time to write down anything in relation to the text. If you're intrigued by certain statements 
     or if you're attracted to characters or issues or problems, write your response. Try to take at least 
     five minutes to write when you've finished an assignment or when you've put your book down 
     for a break. You may want to write something that strikes you then. 

2.  Make connections with your own experience. What does the reading make you think of? Does it 
     remind you of anything or anyone? 

3.  Make connections with other texts or concepts or events. Do you see any similarities between 
     this text (concepts, events) and other texts (concepts, events)? Does it bring to mind other related 
     issues? 

4.  Ask yourself questions about the text: What perplexes you about a particular passage? Try 
     beginning, "I wonder why..." or "I'm having trouble understanding how...' or "It perplexes me 
     that..." or "I was surprised when ...." 

5.  Try agreeing with the writer. Write down the supporting ideas. Try arguing with the writer. On 
     what points, or about what issues, do you disagree? Think of your journal as a place to carry on 
     a dialogue with the writer or with the text in which you actually speak with him or her. Ask 
     questions; have the writer respond. What happens when you imagine yourself in his/her shoes? 

6.  Write down striking words, images, phrases, or details. Speculate about them. Why did the 
     author choose them? What do they add to the story? Why did you notice them? Divide your 
     notebook page in half and copy words from the text onto the left side; write your responses on 
     the right. On a first reading you might put checks in the margin where the passages intrigue you; 
     on the second reading, choose the most interesting ideas, then write about them. 

7.  Describe the author's point of view. How does the author's attitude shape the way the writer 
     presents the material? 


Dialectical Journal

The dialectical journal is a type of double-entry note-taking which students use while reading literature. In the two columns students write notes that dialogue with one another, thereby developing critical reading and reflective questioning. 
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Spider Map

The Spider Map is used to describe a central idea: a thing, a process, a concept, a proposition. The map may be used to organize ideas or brainstorm ideas for a writing project. 

Key frame questions: What is the central idea? What are its attributes? What are its functions? 
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Mitte: topic , concept, theme (here character)
Geometric Character Analysis

(adapted from Lauren May and David Panenheimer) 

By listing geometric shapes to represent characters and arranging them on paper to suggest their inter-relationships, students explore and discuss possible characterizations and conflicts. 

How: 

1.  Read a short story or novel with complex characters. 

2.  Draw several geometric figures on the board (circle, triangle, rectangle, square, blob). Ask students what 
     types of personality each shape suggests to them. 

3.  List the characters. Students choose three. Along the side of a blank piece of paper, they devise a shape to 
     represent each character, labeled with the character's name. 

4.  In the middle section of the paper, students group the shapes, keeping in mind that the placement and size of 
     the shapes should show the relationships of the characters to one another. 

5.  On the board, selected students draw then explain their geometric shapes--justifying shape, placement, and 
     size. 

6.  Individually, students color each shape, cut it out of construction paper and arrange it on paper, placing the 
     figures so they represent character relationship. Students use arrows, dotted or jagged lines, varying shades, to 
     better explain these relationships. 

7.  Finally, students write about what their geometric design represents about each character. They explain color, 
     shape, size and placement, referring to specific details from the story or novel. 

8.  Students write a reflection on the activity. 

Why: 

Students gain a better understanding of a story's characters, situations, relationships, and conflicts. 

When: 

During or after a short story, novel or text. 
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