Dialectical Journal

The dialectical journal is a type of double-entry note-taking which students use while reading literature. In the two columns students write notes that dialogue with one another, thereby developing critical reading and reflective questioning. 


Spider Map

The Spider Map is used to describe a central idea: a thing, a process, a concept, a proposition. The map may be used to organize ideas or brainstorm ideas for a writing project. 

Key frame questions: What is the central idea? What are its attributes? What are its functions? 
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Geometric Character Analysis

By listing geometric shapes to represent characters and arranging them on paper to suggest their inter-relationships, students explore and discuss possible characterizations and conflicts. 

How: 

1.  Read a short story or novel with complex characters. 

2.  Draw several geometric figures on the board (circle, triangle, rectangle, square, blob). Ask 
     students what types of personality each shape suggests to them. 

3.  List the characters. Students choose three. Along the side of a blank piece of paper, they 
     devise a shape to represent each character, labeled with the character's name. 

4.  In the middle section of the paper, students group the shapes, keeping in mind that the 
     placement and size of the shapes should show the relationships of the characters to one another. 

5.  On the board, selected students draw then explain their geometric shapes--justifying shape, 
     placement, and size. 

6.  Individually, students color each shape, cut it out of construction paper and arrange it on paper, 
     placing the figures so they represent character relationship. Students use arrows, dotted or 
     jagged lines, varying shades, to better explain these relationships. 

7.  Finally, students write about what their geometric design represents about each character. They 
     explain color, shape, size and placement, referring to specific details from the story or novel. 

8.  Students write a reflection on the activity. 

Why: 

Students gain a better understanding of a story's characters, situations, relationships, and conflicts. 

When: 

During or after a short story, novel or text. 

