Stylistic and Rhetorical Figures in Semantics and Syntax

semantics: refers to meanings of words and sentences

syntax: sentence building

register: denotes the type of language appropriate for a particular situation. Thus, for example, the language used by a teacher in a class of infants will vary considerably from that in use of a political conference. The register depends on the subject, the situation and the addressee.

The language may be
factual                    technical                    emotional                    intimate

informative             formal                        casual   

The author
employs

uses
colloquial               dialect

familiar                  scientific, learned
words                        terms

phrases                     expressions 

CONNOTATION; IMPLICATION

A word

A phrase
hints at

implies

suggests
something
or
hints 

implies

suggests
that ...

We must be aware of the
implications/connotations
to be found in this ...

style: also referred to as “diction”, is the manner of writing characteristic of a text, an author or a 

          period. It refers to the choice and arrangement of words, and the use of certain figures of

          speech  (        stylistic devices). Every writer has his particular way of expressing his ideas.
THE CHOICE OF WORDS

The passage is full of

The text abounds in

The author uses
commonplace phrases

trite (abgedroschen) words

abstract/concrete terms/expressions

descriptive terms/expressions

suggestive terms/expressions

A word/phrase/expression
is
effective          to the point          out of place

vague              ambiguous           equivocal

The arrangement of words

Here are some qualities of style usually considered good or bad:

good
plain     matter-of-fact        concise     clear/intelligible     passionate     elegant

bad
wordy  diffuse/confused    obscure     artificial/affected    clumsy          trite

TONE

The text is written

The description is given
in a tone of
contempt

irony

understatement

The tone of the passage is
humorous                                    detached(gelassen, unvoreingenommen)

ironical                                        conciliatory

provocative                                 solemn/earnest/serious 

