TEXT TYPES, TEXT GROUPS AND TEXT FORMS

In language courses and examinations, you are constantly confronted with texts. Apart from learning the language, the objective pursued by teachers is to enable you in the long run to grasp both the explicit and implicit statements contained in them. To get only 'the story' out of a text may in fact mean to miss the important overtones of the message, sometimes even its gist, as conveyed by style and rhetoric. Style has been rightly defined as the way in which reality is seen and presented. 

Speaking of text types, we refer to the following four basic aspects of writing:
,

1) the descriptive type, based on perception in space; 

2) the narrative type, based on perception In time;

3) the expository type, based on explanation, I.e. the cognitive analysis and subsequent synthesis of complex facts;

4) the argumentative type, based on the evaluation and the subsequent subjective judgement in answer to a 

     problem.

Description, characterization
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Narration

	The narrator is a (an)
	partial

impartial
	obvserver

	The author
	gives

presents

delivers
	a(n)
	straightforward

eyewitness

lively
	account of

report

	The author assumes the role of a(n)
	story-teller

narrator

observer

onlooker

	The novelist

The author (of the short story)


	keeps himself out of the story

enters the mind of a character

seems to speak through one of his characters

takes a character as his mouthpierce


	He tells his story in a(n)
	detached

matter-of-fact

ironic

satiric

playful

serious
	tone



	He gives a chronological account of events

	It is written in the form of a diary

	The story makes
	exciting

thrilling
	reading


Exposition

Any sort of judgement, i.e. of subjective, critical appreciation, on the part of the writer is excluded, -- and this is the main difference with an argumentative text. In short, exposition is simply designed to provide information and explanations in a certain field, on the basis of close analysis.
	The author
	makes

draws
	Distinctions between

	He draws
	a comparison

a parallel

an analogy
	To make things clear

	He refrains from
	making 

giving
	any
	personal

subjective
	statements

	He gives a
	general

close

thorough

penetrating

subtle
	analysis

interpretation
	of a text

	Analysis
	shows

reveals

gives

provides
	insight into

	Analysis
	adds

deepens


	the understanding of

	A closer
	analysis

scrutiny

examination

appreciation
	shows

reveals

exposes

elucidates
	the
	explicit

implicit
	ideas (of a text)

	He
	analyses

judges
	by certain criteria

	He
	analyses

scrutinizes

examines
	the
	succession

sequence

interrelation
	of thoughts of …


Argumentation

A more objective sort of argumentation, the so-called scientific argumentation, can be found in articles and books that use the scientific methods of inductive and deductive reasoning on the basis of well-established facts, findings and data. 

In your ‘Facharbeit’ you are supposed to use such scientific argumentation.

Modern techniques of mass persuasion

	As a one-sided propagandist,

       the speaker tries to
	arouse a favourable attitude towards his own cause

create fear of the consequences of any alternate actions

incite to a desired course of action

	For that purpose he employs
	catchy slogans

sweeping generalizations

unqualified assertions

unfair suggestions and insinuations

smear attacks against his opponents

one-sided irony and sarcasm

	He
	diverts

blocks
	critical attention by the
	concealment

simplification

exaggeration

distortion
	of facts

	He is out to

His intention is to
	flatter and sway his audience

play upon their longings and desires

exploit people’s fears and hopes

arouse their emotions

tap some motive in the public which might help him reach his aim

	He uses such fallacies in order to
	· argue in a circle

· deliberately arouse ambiguity

· refer to/emphasize irrelevancies


