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Self–Assessment  based on `Young, Talented and Rebellious' 

In tasks 1ff. you and a partner discussed the tasks alternately and then together.

	1 When I was 

   talking,


	I found it easy to express what I wanted to say.

I felt uncomfortable speaking in English.

I found my partner's comments useful.


	I used words from the text to express what I wanted to say.

I used my own words when dealing with the tasks.


	2 When I was 

   listening,


	I found it easy to understand what my partner was talking about.

I just listened to what my partner said until he or she was finished.

I made it clear to my partner that I understood him or her and asked questions if I didn't.


You have probably written short texts. Now fill in the questionnaire. (You may tick more than one item):

	3 How did you prepare for the actual writing?
	I wrote down a number of ideas.

I organized my ideas to give my text a meaningful structure.
	I didn't prepare at all, but just started writing immediately.

other: 



	4 How did you structure your thoughts?
	I created a mind map.

I did not structure my ideas.

Other …
	I thought about individual paragraphs, giving each one a title.

I relied on my imagination during the writing process.




	5 Did you think about possible readers of your texts while preparing or writing?


	Yes, I tried to consider what they might expect.

No, I didn't think about possible readers.

Partly, but I was more interested in writing for me.


	6 Where did you get the words you used in your text?


	I knew most of the words already.

My teacher provided me with new words.

I used my German-English dictionary.
	I used my monolingual dictionary.

I asked my teacher or friends for words 

I was unsure about or wanted to use.


	7 How did you move from one idea to the next in your text?
	Each idea was given a new paragraph.

I used quite a number of connectors (e.g.'firstly,'therefore','on the one hand ..., on the other ...') to move from one idea to the next.
	I didn't always know which connectors to use and when to use them. I don't really feel comfortable using connectors, so I left them out.

I didn't feel that connectors were needed in my texts.


Looking back on the work on the Introduction, 
A I would say my main strengths were
...............................................
B My main weaknesses were

...............................................
The Four Skills: 1. Reading (answers as below under a)
a I enjoy reading in English and don't really consider it to be hard work.

true
mostly true
not true 

It depends: ............................................................................

b I can understand letters and e-mails that deal with everyday matters and feelings.

c I can follow a story with little or no difficulty.

d I can understand articles and reports that deal with current events and issues and I can recognize 
   the writer's viewpoint.

e I can analyse things I have read for style and literary devices.

The Four Skills: 2. Speaking  (answers as above)

a I can talk about myself, my home and my school with no difficulty. 

b I can talk about current events with little or no preparation.

c I can express my opinion and give reasons for it.

d I can summarize the contents of stories, newspaper articles, films, etc. 

e My pronunciation in English is clear and easy to understand.

The Four Skills: 3. Listening  (answers as above)

a I can follow classroom discussions without any problem.

b I can understand normal conversation about everyday matters.

c I can understand the news on the radio and television and pick out the most important information.

d I can understand song lyrics.

d I can understand different varieties of English (e.g. Received Pronunciation, Northern English, 

  American English, Australian English.)

The Four Skills: 4. Writing  (answers as above)

a I can write personal e-mails and letters without difficulty.

b I can write well-structured texts about things I know and care about.

c I can present information in an essay or report, analysing different standpoints and giving reasons 

  for my own standpoint.

d I can write stories and/or poems in clear English and make them interesting to read.

Correctness and Comprehension

1. Grammar (answers as above)

a I make very few grammatical mistakes when I'm speaking or writing English, and my mistakes don't 
   lead to misunderstandings.

b I often make mistakes although I know the rules.

c I know how to find the correct forms in my grammar book, etc. when I'm not sure of them.

d I don't have problems with grammatical structures when I read a text.

2. Vocabulary (answers as above)

a I choose the right words, and my mistakes don't lead to misunderstandings.

b If I can't think of a word, I can describe what I mean so that other people can understand me.

c I know how to find words that I need in my dictionary, etc.

d I can understand most of the words used in texts or guess their meaning from the context.

PLAN of ACTION

I have identified these areas of weakness and intend to do the following actions to improve my English:

1. Reading
2. Speaking
3. Listening
4. Grammar
5. Vocabulary

`Young, Talented and Rebellious' 
In tasks 1-5 you and a partner discussed the tasks alternately and then together.

Always use these answers: 

☞   true
☞   mostly 
☞   true
☞   not true   ☞   it depends: .............

	1 When I 

   was 

   talking,


	I found it easy to express what I wanted to say.

I felt uncomfortable speaking in English.

I found my partner's comments useful.
	I used words from the text to express what I wanted to say.

I used my own words when dealing with the tasks.


	2 When I 

   was 

   listening,


	I found it easy to understand what my partner was talking about.

I just listened to what my partner said until he or she was finished.

I made it clear to my partner that I understood him or her and asked questions if I didn't.


You have probably written short texts. Now fill in the questionnaire. (You may tick more than one item):

	3 How did you 

   prepare for the 

   actual writing?
	I wrote down a number of ideas.

I organized my ideas to give my text a meaningful structure.
	I didn't prepare at all, but just started writing immediately.

other: 



	4 How did you 

   structure 

   your 

   thoughts?
	I created a mind map.

I did not structure my ideas.

Other …
	I thought about individual paragraphs, giving each one a title.

I relied on my imagination during the writing process.




	5 Did you think about possible readers 

   of your texts while preparing or 

   writing?


	Yes, I tried to consider what they might expect.

No, I didn't think about possible readers.

Partly, but I was more interested in writing for me.


	6 Where did you 

   get the words 

   you used in your 

   text?


	I knew most of the words already.

My teacher provided me with new words.

I used my German-English dictionary.
	I used my monolingual dictionary.

I asked my teacher or friends for words 

I was unsure about or wanted to use.


	7 How did 

   you move 

   from one 

   idea to 

   the next 

   in your 

   text?
	Each idea was given a new paragraph.

I used quite a number of connectors (e.g.'firstly,'therefore','on the one hand ..., on the other ...') to move from one idea to the next.
	I didn't always know which connectors to use and when to use them. I don't really feel comfortable using connectors, so I left them out.

I didn't feel that connectors were needed in my texts.


Looking back on the work on the Introduction, 

A I would say my main strengths were
...............................................
B My main weaknesses were

...............................................
The Four Skills: 1. Reading (answers as below under a)

a I enjoy reading in English and don't really consider it to be hard work.

true
mostly true
not true 

It depends: ............................................................................

b I can understand letters and e-mails that deal with everyday matters and feelings.

c I can follow a story with little or no difficulty.

d I can understand articles and reports that deal with current events and issues and I can recognize the writer's viewpoint.

e I can analyse things I have read for style and literary devices.

The Four Skills: 2. Speaking  (answers as above)

a I can talk about myself, my home and my school with no difficulty. 

b I can talk about current events with little or no preparation.

c I can express my opinion and give reasons for it.

d I can summarize the contents of stories, newspaper articles, films, etc. 

e My pronunciation in English is clear and easy to understand.

The Four Skills: 3. Listening  (answers as above)

a I can follow classroom discussions without any problem.

b I can understand normal conversation about everyday matters.

c I can understand the news on the radio and television and pick out the most important information.

d I can understand song lyrics.

d I can understand different varieties of English (e.g. Received Pronunciation, Northern English, 

  American English, Australian English.)

The Four Skills: 4. Writing  (answers as above)

a I can write personal e-mails and letters without difficulty.

b I can write well-structured texts about things I know and care about.

c I can present information in an essay or report, analysing different standpoints and giving reasons 

  for my own standpoint.

d I can write stories and/or poems in clear English and make them interesting to read.

Correctness and Comprehension

1. Grammar (answers as above)

a I make very few grammatical mistakes when I'm speaking or writing English, and my mistakes don't 

   lead to misunderstandings.

b I often make mistakes although I know the rules.

c I know how to find the correct forms in my grammar book, etc. when I'm not sure of them.

d I don't have problems with grammatical structures when I read a text.


2. Vocabulary (answers as above)

a I choose the right words, and my mistakes don't lead to misunderstandings.

b If I can't think of a word, I can describe what I mean so that other people can understand me.

c I know how to find words that I need in my dictionary, etc.

d I can understand most of the words used in texts or guess their meaning from the context.

PLAN of ACTION

I have identified these areas of weakness and intend to do the following actions to improve my English:

1. Reading
2. Speaking
3. Listening
4. Grammar
5. Vocabulary

