Schools around the world

1. What's your idea of a good school? Note down your ideas, discuss them with a partner and then 
    present them to the class. Think about: size   teachers   activities   timetable   subjects
2. In class, make a list of what makes a good school. Rank your ideas by importance.

3. Work with a partner. Discuss aspects you find surprising and/or special about the different 
    schools.

4. Agree on three positive features of your school and explain them to the class.
Overbrook School for the Blind Philadelphia, USA
Where teachers get lost
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	"Hi, my name is Nicky. I go to Overbrook School for the Blind in Philadelphia. I live in the school

dorms and I share a room with another girl. It's nice, but I wish I lived at home with my family. I could have a dog and help my dad in the garden.

The best thing about my school is the computers. The school is really high tech. There are computers in every classroom and we can use them anytime we like. We don't have to ask, we can just go to a classroom and use the computers. We use them a lot in class and for projects or

homework. In my German class, everyone has got an email friend. My e-friend's name is Daniel and he lives in Wiesbaden.

We also learn about how to do normal things on our own even though we can't see. We often go on school trips to the City. Then we get permission to go to the movies or to restaurants and shops, so that we can learn about using money, taking buses and trains and things. Once our teacher got lost and we had to show him the way back to the school. Talk about the blind leading the blind!"


Alice Springs School of the Air Alice Springs Australia
The largest classroom in the world
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	"Hi, I'm Katrina. I live on a farm in outback Australia. It’s far away from everything – the closest town to us is Alice Springs and it’s 600 km away!

My brothers and I don’t go to school – the school comes to us. Every two weeks our teacher, Mrs. Finn sends us worksheets, books and homework. In the morning we have got a short half-hour lesson on the radio. Mrs. Finn usually starts the lesson like this: “VL5AS, this is Alice Springs School of the air calling all Grade 4 children. Who is on air this morning? Ca anyone hear me? Over.”

We talk to Mrs. Finn and the other pupils in our class. They are from farms all around Australia, so our classroom is the largest in the world! After the radio, home lessons start. Our classroom is next to the kitchen and Mum often lets us eat or drink in the class. We can also decorate our classroom with our own things. Once a month Mrs. Finn flies out here to teach us. But when she is not here, Mum is our teacher. Sometimes it’s annoying because we have 24 hours of school. When she tries to teach us school things at dinner, we get angry at her. But she just says, “Home is school and school is home!” 

Once a year there’s a Sport’s Day and Christmas Party in Alice Springs. But we don’t go very often. It’s too far away. My little brother has talked to his classmates a lot on air but has never met them face to face.


