1. Look at the following words from this story. boarding school - dorm – curfew (Ausgangssperre; Zapfenstreich) – crack jokes - Maths problem -  dining hall - join in- homesick
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	Rick's father wanted him to finish school successfully. He thought that once Rick had new friends and teachers he would start over and improve his grades. After all, Rick was an intelligent boy with a lot of talent who was just lacking motivation. So Rick's father decided to send him to King's School in Kent, a small boarding school with strict rules and an excellent reputation.

Rick had not wanted to leave his old friends and his family behind. And he was sure he would miss Emma, too. He would never find a football team like the Camden Cannons again, would he? 
The first days at King's were really hard. Rick lived in the dorms and shared a small room with two other boys, Will and Tom, who had been at King's for two years already. He didn't know what to say to them, they seemed such close friends and he, Rick, was an outsider, the new boy. Rick missed his old room and his friends. If George and Rey went to King's, too, they would have lots of fun together. They would all go exploring the school grounds and he wouldn't feel quite so much out of place.

Rick was shocked, too, when he read about King's rules: he had to wear the school

uniform all day, there was an 8 o'clock curfew and it was 'lights out' at ten. Homework (or 'prep' as they called it here) was to be done in the library with a teacher supervising, and and and... 

On Monday, Rick got his timetable from Mr Sutters, his tutor. The subjects were more or less the Same as those at William Ellis. However, when he got to the maths classroom, Rick was surprised to find only ten other pupils. The classes were really small, which was 
definitely going to make cracking jokes and reading comic books under the table very difficult. Rick's new Maths teacher wrote some very complicated sums on the board. Rick sighed. If there were more pupils, surely he would easily find somebody to copy the answers from?

At lunch time, Rick stood in front of one of the many buildings and tried to remember

where the dining hall was. Luckily, he spotted Tom Garner, who he shared a room with.

   "Hey, Tom, can you Show me again where we get lunch? I'm starving!"

   "Sure, no problem. The Cafeteria is at The Undercroft, that grey building over there.

I haven't eaten yet either. Do you want to have lunch together?" asked Tom. Rick gladly accepted. "Great idea. Let's go."

During lunch the boys talked about football and found out that they both supported

Arsenal. Rick told Tom about William Ellis' football team, the Camden Cannons. "I'm actually quite good. If I was still on the team, they would win the final for sure," he said. Before Tom could answer, two girls sat down at the table next to them, one of them turned to Tom and said, "Hi Tom, listen, we need to meet about our science project. Jenny and Mike say we could meet after drama club tomorrow, around six."

"Sure. No problem. I've got rugby practise in the afternoon, but I'm free after that. This is my new roommate, Rick. He's from London. Rick, these are Becca and Julia." Becca, the girl who had talked to Tom about the project, waved across the table.

"Hi there, Rick. Welcome to King's." The other girl, who had long dark hair and was very pretty, just smiled. Rick blushed and suddenly became very interested in his pudding. Tom began to tell Rick about King's many activities and societies. "You can try archery or drama, or play badminton or go sailing. We've got a great football team, too. Last year, they went on a tour to the Netherlands. Why don't you go and talk to Mr Johnston, the football coach. Perhaps you can join in the team." Rick couldn't help being impressed. King's School was turning out to be much more fun than he'd thought.


2. What is positive and negative about King's School? Say why you would or wouldn't like to go there.

3. How would you feel if you were Rick or Emma? Begin: 

	If I attended King's School,

If my boyfriend moved away,

If I felt alone,
	I'd eat/live/sleep ...

I would/wouldn't join in ...

I'd miss ...


