Hogwarts - a school apart

Read the extract from J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone.

Harry has just started his first term at Hogwarts School for Wizards (one who practices magic and is very skilled in a particular field) — a school which is very different from the one he has just left. 
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	And then, once you had managed to find them, there were the lessons themselves. There was a lot more to magic, as Harry quickly found out, than waving your wand and saying a few funny words.

They had to study the night skies through their telescopes every Wednesday at midnight and learn the names of different Stars and the movements of the planets. Three times a week they went out to the greenhouses behind the castle to study Herbology (science about plants and herbs), with a dumpy (short and plump) little witch called Professor Sprout, where they learnt how to take care of all the strange plants and fungi (Pilze) and found out what they were used for.

Easily the most boring lesson was History of Magic, which was the only class taught by a ghost. Professor Binns had been very old indeed when he had fallen asleep in front of the staffroom Eire and got up next morning to teach, leaving his body behind him. Binns droned on and on while they scribbled down names and dates and got Emeric the Evil and Uric the Oddball (a person with an unusual or odd personality) mixed up.

Professor Flitwick, the Charms teacher, was a tiny little wizard who had to stand on a pile (A collection of objects laid on top of each other) of books to see over his desk. At the start of their first lesson he took the register, and when he reached Harry's name he gave an excited squeak and toppled (fall down, as if collapsing) out of sight.

Professor McGonagall was again different. Harry had been quite right to think she wasn't a teacher to cross (travel across or pass over). Strict and clever, she gave them a talking to the moment they had sat down in her first class.

'Transfiguration (a striking change in appearance or character or circumstances) is some of the most complex and dangerous magic you will learn at Hogwarts,' she said. 'Anyone messing around in my class will leave and not come back. You have been warned.'

Then she changed her desk into a pig and back again. They were all very impressed and couldn't wait to get started, but soon realised they weren't going to be changing the furniture into animals for a long time. After making a lot of complicated notes, they were each given a match and started trying to turn it into a needle. By the end of the lesson, only Hermione Granger had made any difference to her match; Professor McGonagall showed the class how it had gone all silver and pointy and gave Hermione a rare smile.

The class everyone had really been looking forward to was
 Defence Against the Dark Arts, but Quirrell's lessons turned out to be a bit of a joke. His classroom smelled strongly of garlic (Knoblauch), which everyone said was to ward off (prevent; turn away) a vampire he'd met in Romania and was afraid would be coming back to get him one of these days. 


1. Compare your school with Harry Potter’s. What is similar and what is different?

2. Maker a top and flop list for Hogwart’s.

a) The most interesting subject is … because…

b) The best teacher … because…
c) The worst teacher is … because…

d) The most difficult subject is …

e) The best thing about Hogwart is …

