Hogwarts - a school apart

Read this extract on Harry's first evening at his new school.
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	'Welcome to Hogwarts,' said Professor McGonagall. ‘The start-of-term banquet will begin shortly, but before you take your seats in the Great Hall, you will be sorted into your houses. The Sorting is a very important ceremony because, while you are here, your house will be something like your family within Hogwarts. You will have classes with the rest of your house, sleep in your house dormitory and spend free time in your house common room.

The four houses are called Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin. Each house has its own noble history and each has produced outstanding witches and wizards. While you are at Hogwarts, your triumphs will earn your house points, while any rule-breaking will lose house points. At the end of year, the house with the most points is awarded the House Cup, a great  honour.
I hope each of you will be a credit to whichever house becomes yours. [...]'

Professor McGonagall silently placed a four-legged stool in front of the first-years. On top of the stool she put a pointed wizard's hat. [...] For a few seconds, there was complete silence. Then the hat twitched. A rip near the brim opened wide like a mouth — and the hat began to sing:


	'Oh, you may not think I'm pretty,

But don't judge on what you see,

I'll eat myself if you can find
A smarter hat than me.

You can keep your bowlers black,

Your top hats sleek and tall,

For I'm the Hogwarts Sorting Hat

And I can cap them all.

There's nothing hidden in your head

The Sorting hat can't see,

So try me on and I will tell you
	Where you ought to be. 

You might belong in Gryffindor,

Where dwell the brave at heart,
Their daring, nerve and chivalry

Set Gryffindors apart;

You might belong in Hufflepuff

Where they are just and loyal,

Those patient Hufflepuffs are true

and unafraid of toil;

Or yet in wise old Ravenclaw,

If you're a ready mind,
	Where those of wit and learning 
Will always find their kind

Or perhaps in Slytherin
You'll make your real friends

Those cunning folk use any means

To achieve their ends.

So put me on! Don't be a afraid!

And don't get in a flap!

You're in safe hands

(though I have none)

For I'm a Thinking Cap!


1. Explain the house point system in your own words. Why do you think the founders of Hogwarts invented it? Would you like to have a similar 
    system at your school? Give reasons for your opinion.

2. Work together with your neighbour on one of the houses. Find out from the song what qualities the pupils of your house should have. 
3. Choose a speaker to inform the class about the qualities of your house.

Words: twitch (v): zucken; rip (n): Riss; brim (n): Krempe, Rand; bowler (n): schwarzer Hut; sleek(a): schlank; cap (v): übertreffen; dwell (v): live; daring (n): Wagemut; chivalry (n): Ritterlichkeit; set apart (v): hier: auszeichnen; loyal (a): treu; patient (a): geduldig; unafraid of toil: scheuen keine schwere Arbeit; ready mind: schlagfertig; wit (n): Witz; learning (n): Bildung; cunning (a) listig; folk (n): Leute; any means: jedes erdenkbare Mittel; to achieve their ends: um ihre Ziele zu erreichen; don’t get in a flap: hier: bitte keine Aufregung
