The Short Story

Simplicity of the motif

	This short story
	is built round

contains
	a single theme, namely …

only one or two major scenes/events.

	It
	epitomizes


	the dangers that threaten man when …



	It
	illustrates

gives a vivid portrait of

celebrates
	the power of human imagination.

man’s ingenuity.

	It
	exposes/reveals the darker sides of human nature.

	It is basically a psychological portrait of …

	It presents
	the encounter

clash
	of two charcters.

	The author
	intends to

tries to

wants to
	reveal X’s      -      real character

· lack of

· sense of

	
	
	expose/reveal his/her personal disillusionment.

Present the hero’s/heroine’s search for justice/God/love.


In a short story a single situation and a single character, a single emotion or a series of emotions are presented that an artistic unity is achieved.
Unity of effect and impression

	The story focuses
	attention

interest
	on the revelation of one character at some moment of crisis.



	Every
	element

detail
	is subordinate to a single effect.

Helps to create a single effect.

	Thus, this story is characterized by
	unity of action / impression.

	In this story, the
	theme of …

character of …

mood of …
	is particularly emphasized, whereas … is never really developed.

	X’s
	nature

character
	Is revealed
	through his conversations/gestures.
at a moment of moral crisis.

	The impact of this story
	partly

mainly

entirely
	depends on the
	portrayal of X’s character.

mood of …

the surprising (open) ending.

	Artistic unity is achieved by the
	conciseness of the language.

repetition of keywords.

imagery of … that is used.

recurrence of the theme.

prevailing mood of…


The classical type: a tightly-knit plot
	The author has fused character and action into a simple (not a complex) plot.

The story is confined to one setting, i.e. one place and a short period of time.

It is focused on one or two significant incidents.

	The plot
	involves only a few characters.

Is developed only in one or two scenes.

	It has a(n)
	vivid/abrupt opening.
single turning-point, i.e. a surprising reversal from which the action develops in a new unforeseen direction.

abrupt/open ending.

	The climax is
	the resolution (Auflösung) of the action, since …

the solution of the mystery.

the surprising revelation of the main character.

	The
	climax

turning-point
	is reached when …

is not explained until the very end of the story and so provides for a surprise ending.

	The story has an open ending; the reader is left to draw his/her own conclusion(s).


